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January/February 2025

COMMANDERGS MESSAGE

| hope everyone had a great time on the Legion Road Trip which took place
November. The Legion members traveled to Francis Scott Key Post 11, Wheat

p
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iﬁ:ommander:
J%reg Gigliotti

Post 268 and HendersorfSmith- Edmonds Post 86. Thanks to Dana Coleman it wen
of f without a hitch. Wedl I pl an anoth

L 1st Vice Commander:

gdmesiHawkils t 1| i

December went by so fast. We started out with honoring Pearl Harbor Day ¢
December 8" which turned out to be a great event. Decembert9the Greenbelt

Dpnd \ice Commander
Butch Hicks

American Legion had the employees Christmas Party which turned out very nice.

We are starting Cornhole early this year to accommodate league scheduling. In orderom Davis

Judge Advocate:

to start horseshoes early this year Cornhole was started on Decembethland will
go on until March. Super Bowl Party 1 will be the®Saturday of themonth in January
on the 11t and Super Bowl 2 will be on the 8 Saturday of the month in January on

Sgt. at Arms:
Bill Muffley

the 18t. As always, we will need volunteers to make both parties a great event.

The first Executive Committee meeting will be held on Monday, Januaty &

Chaplain:
ShawnFenstermache

Histdfiani d ay
Berni& Zempolicts

F

6: 30PM. Get ready for ValteThe Postid lse sdviny
a Valentinefds Day Dinner which wil/ o
for more iinformation. I f you missed

Legion membership, remember you can renew your membership in the Membe

FihaAct officé:" ' Y

$arold Schlemmer

Lounge with the bartenders at any time. We are going to start checking Membersh
| D6s at the beginning of the year.
The Legionds restaurant is creating t

reasonable price. You can always refer to the Greenbelt American Legion Facebg
page, https://facebook.com/GreenbeltLegion for listings of the selections, or visit

"Members at Large:
Richard Brown

JohnHgrdwigke a |
dkmothy Meade

Larry Williams

the restaurant in person to enjoy the food. Please tell your friends thadr restaurant

is open to the public and does offer a full menu as well as the specials. Bring yoffidiutant:

Mike Moore

whole family. Restaurant hours are posted on our Facebook page amour website

at https://www.greenbeltmdpost136.org

God Bless America,

Greg Gigliotti

Commander

Greenbelt American Legion Post 136
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https://facebook.com/GreenbeltLegion
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CHAPLAI N0OS MESSAGE
Dear Fellow Legionnaires,

As we step into a new year, it is fitting to reflect on the profound connection between faith and service that
has defined so many of our military heroes. The
honor these values in every aspect of our lives. January and February provide powerful historical examples o

military figures who embodied this motto, inspiring us to carry forward their legacy.
During the brutal winter of 17771778 at Valley Forge, General George Washington sought divine guidance

and strength. Accounts of Washington kneeling in prayer amidst the hardships faced by his troops have
become an enduring symbol of reliance on God during trials. His faith not only sustained him but also inspired

his soldiers to persevere, leading to eventual victory in the Revolutionary War.

On February 3, 1943, four Army chaplains aboard the USAT Dorchester and made the ultimate sacrifice. As
the ship was sinking after being torpedoed, they gave up their life jackets and prayed together, offering

comfort to the men around them. These chaplaifislohn P. Washington (Catholic), George L. Fox (Methodist),

Alexander D. Goode (Jewish), and Clark V. Poling (Reforiieet) an unparalleled example of selflessness and

interfaith unity.
These stories remind us of the profound role faith plays in military service. It has sustained warriors, guided

leaders, and provided hope in the darkest hours. As Legionnaires, we are heirs to this legacy of faith and
courage. Whether we are honoring the fallen, supporting veterans, or mentoring the next generation, let us

uphold the values of 0God and Countryo with the s

May their examples inspire us to serve with integrity, compassion, and unwavering faith in the principles that
make our nation great.

In Service to God and Country,
Chaplain Shawn Fenstermacher

VALENTINES SPECIAL DINNER
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14™

4:00 to 8:00 PM

Featuring "Surf & Turf"
Filet Mignon & Grilled Shrimp
Baked Potato
Green Beans Almondine

$19.95
Reservations Required

TRY OUR SPECIAL DRINKS & DESSERTS

Regular menu items available

THERE WILL NOT BE A "HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL FOR THIS
MEAL"
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S.A. L. COMMANDER®S MESSAGE

Dear Legion Family, 2024/2025
Your Squadronds continued hope is tha
spirits as we begin this new year of 2025.

Your Squadron took a brief break at the end of December. While doing that, W
allowed ourselves to peek back in amazement at the year of 2024 and recognizg¢lst Vice Commander:
how much our band of rabbleousers accomplished with your generous support and|Vacant

participation! The Queen of Hearts game drove our year and enabled us to mafe—
several generous donations to hurricane relief efforts in the Miglantic region and |2" Vice Commander
to the Legiond6s National Emergency FDavelFendl@&or |[Ch
donation for items to our Veterans living at Charlotte Hall Veterans Home. Donatior t:haplain'
to Toys for Tots, Tunnels to Towers, Maryland Special Olympics, and Wreaths Acraﬁs '
America, to name just a few organizations, were also made. Ak assisted replacing enny Hall
restaurant equipment in the kitchen as well as the repair of one of our outside grills{ Finance Officer:

Commander:

eLenny Wertz

The S. A. L. i's in the process of havi|lgeginrbsite Dbeli g
re-covered. We hope to have all chairs completed by February. T——
In the New Year, consider dropping by on Wednesdays to check in with the S.A letogin') Micallef
grab a quick bite or try your luck at finding the Queen of Hearts. We will be lookirg y Loy
for volunteers to help support the Super Bowl parties in January as well as othg SgtAtArms:
activities in the coming months. Resolve to volunteer with a purpose! S.A.L. need#arty Rousseau
help to continue our core missions and engage in new missions. Specifically we afe—
looking for assistance with coordinating flag placements for veterans in cemeteried/Adiutant:
other than state veteran cemeteries, in our area for Memorial Day weekend. LookingRay (Cory) Micallef
for help with a possible Legion Family Day event at the end of Ak are also looking [Aqvisor:
for several people to rotate on our Wednesday Queen of Hearts and food oﬁ‘eringﬁzaichard Dutton
Speak with your officers when you see them for more information. A few extra hands
make the work easy and usually more fun and rewarding.
As is my custom, | encourage all our Family members who have not renewed th SAL
dues to do so quickly. Renewing your dues triggers so many other components of g B
missions that strengthen the American Legion Family and our greater communi MEETINGS
Stop by the Post to pay your dues or mail in to the Post. S.A.L. 2025 dues are $IMSCAMIER
for regular members and $15 for dual and members Under 18. &uldition to renewing 7:00 PM
your dues, renew your support and awareness of how our squadron supports of
Legion Family, veterans and community missions. Join teguadron monthly meetings
held on the 34 Tuesday of each month at 7:00PM. DONST FOR
Remember our restaurant is now open Friday and Saturdays for lunch, dinner a JOIN OR RENEW
Sunday breakfast. The extra traffic generated by visiting the restaurant twice SV¥ZgY§I=8¥I=ZV|z]a=1"
month with a friend will ultimately allow our Legion Family to continue the mission o FOR 2025
supporting the community as a whole and continue expanding offerings.
We all know that during this month the leadership of our country will complete its Dues: $25
annual change of leadership. The Legion advocates for many pieces of legislatiqRXSSIIVlle] @RIV
that are of direct benefit to our veterans and their families. The Legiencourages all

(S.A. L. Commander s Message Continue
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(S.A. L. Commander ds Messag
of us to keep abreast of the legislation that it supports. If you are unaware ofetturrent bills, the Legion is
watching. Please go to:https://www.votervoice.net/AmericanLegion/home and join the site to receive
updates. Use the site to send your support to your representatives who are voting on these bills. Your help is
needed to hold our leadership accountable and to take care of our veterans and their families to the fullest.

Thank you to all of the Legion Family members who continue to help carry on the missions of our Post by
volunteering & supporting in any way around the Post.

Building a Stronger Community,

Lenny Wertz

Squadron 136 Commander

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR CHARLOTTE HALL VETERANS HOME

Sons of the American Legion, responded to the Charlotte Hall Veterans Home "Wish Listéliwering Christmas
Gifts that included personal care products, tasty treats, beverages, can goods and other products. Bryant said
the gift's were an annual response by the Sons of the American Legion enhancing the Home's support for
veteran residents.

According to its web site, Charlotte Hall Veterans Home has been proudly serving those who served since
1985. The Home is located on 126 beautiful acres in St. Mary's County. For more information, visit the

Homes website: Charlotte Hall Veterans Hom&t . Maryds County, Maryl and

(From Left) Jerry Darnell, Sons of the American Legion Squadron 136; Sade
Herbert, Director of Volunteer Services, Charlotte Hall Veterans Home;
Tommy Bryant, 2nd Vice Commander, Southern Region
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2024/2025

Unit Officers

President:
Kathy Gigliotti

1st Vice President:
Elizabeth Darnell

2nd Vice President:
Elizabeth Rice

Secretary:
Mary Fava

Treasurer:
Sandi Dutton

Chaplain:
Susan Wiener

Historian:
Rusty Beeg

Sgt.at Arms:
Dana Coleman

Executive
Committee:

Laura Fendlay
Dora Hamm

Patty Rousseau

Like our Juniors
on Facebook @
136juniorsala

AUXILIARY UNIT 136

S RN ._J._JEQ

AUXI LI ARY PRESI DENT3S MESSAGE

Happy New Year!
| hope everyone enjoyed their holidays and is healthy for the New Year.

I would like to take this opportunity to say what a productive and active year we had.

| would like to thank all my fellow officers, members and volunteers that helped make it
so successful.

Supporting our community and Veterans is our goal and that is what we accomplished.

Looking forward to keeping up the work in this New Year.

Please feel free to reach out if you have time to help volunteer during the New Year, the
more the merrier!

For God and Country,

Kathleen Gigliotti

President

MEMBERSHI P CHAI RMANGS MESSAGE

Ladies, now that the holidaysire over we can relax. The Auxiliary is trying to meet the annual
membership goal for 2025. So please if you have not yet paid your dues, mail your $30.00
check to Post Office Box 1063, Greenbelt, MD 20768. As the Unit Membership Chairman, |
thank you.

Our newest members are Rosemarie Weikert as a transfer and Shirley Bridges has com
back to us as a rejoin. We all send them a heaMyELCOMB Unit #136.

HARE YIREW Y EA R

Have a wonderful 2025!!!
Susan Wiener
Membership Chairman

2025 Dues For Auxiliary Members

$30.00 Regular (Sr. with 50 years or more $26.00)
Dual Members $26.00, Juniors (under 18) $6.00
PLEASE MAIL YOUR DUES TO:

ALA 136
PO Box 1063

Greenbelt, MD 20768

Please make checks payable to ALA 136 and include
your phone number on your payment.

AUXILIARY MEETINGS
1st & 3rd Thursdays
7:00 PM
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BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 2024

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR BREAKFAST WITH SANTA VOLUNTEERS!



